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plant smarter




Gulley Greenhouse, Fort Collins, CO

Present: Colorado State University: Jim Klett, Ronda Koski, David Staats; Plant Select®: Pat Hayward; Denver Botanic Gardens: Mike Bone, Ann Frazier; Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery: Scott Skogerboe, Dan Wise; Little Valley Wholesale Nursery: Keith Williamson, Brian Core; Gulley Greenhouse: Gene Pielin, Selena Kunze; Echter's Greenhouse: Harriet McMillan; J. Frank Schmidt/Van Essen: Dave Dickey; La Porte Avenue Nursery: Kirk Fieseler; E.H.R.: Diana Reavis; Carlton Plants: Steve Carlson; Center Greenhouse: Diana Shuhl, and Britton Nursery: Matt Cunningham.

Introductions were made. Minutes of the December 3, 2014, meeting were approved noting a couple of misspellings.

The committee then reviewed 2016 Plant Select® plants:

1. Cynodon hybrid – Dog TuffTM grass - Kelly Grummons reported they have a Colorado trademark for Dog TuffTM and are working on getting a federal trademark for the name.  In winter it has a 'straw color' but is still attractive.  Kelly Grummons stated he propagates in a Metro 330 mix and it roots easy.  He stated that it should be mowed short in the spring and it will green up by June 1st.  Currently Center Greenhouse and Gulley are propagating this plant and it could be sold in a 72 plug tray.  Center Greenhouse and High Country Gardens have exclusive rights for mail order until the end of 2015.  It was stated if planted at 12” on center it will fill in well in one year.  If planted at 18” on center then it will take 2 years to fill in.  We still need some protocols to be written and possibly it could also be planted by hydromulching.  It may be available in 2015 but Plant Select® will promote in 2016.

2. Delosperma 'Alan's Apricot' – Alan's Apricot ice plant – Gulley is starting to propagate plant again and it is easy to propagate. Denver Botanic Gardens has a couple extra pots if some propagators need stock plants.

3. Delosperma 'PWWG02S' – Red Mountain® Flame ice plant – David Salman taking lead in propagation.

4. Salvia reptans (Trials selection) – (possibly named Blue birds in a tree) – Denver Botanic Gardens will share when plants start to grow in spring.

5. Schizachyrium scoparium 'Standing Ovation' PPAF – Little Valley has some stock plants. Need to dig plants at CSU in spring 2015 and distribute as stock plants to our growers. There are also a number of other growers that currently have liners in production our growers could purchase from.
6. Viburnum burejaeticum – Mini ManTM Dwarf Manchurian Viburnum – Currently being propagated by Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery and availability should not be a problem. Van Essen possibly also wants to start propagating.

Pat Hayward suggested Plant Select® may want to promote Asclepias tuberosa to support butterfly efforts.  It was suggested to maybe use this as a “Recommended Plant.”  Consensus was growers are already growing it and it could be direct-seeded into the garden. No need to add as a recommendation for 2016.
The committee next reviewed a lot of other potential Plant Select® introductions or recommendations:

1. Acantherum calamgrostis 'PUND02S' – Undaunted® Silver Plume grass – Scott Skogerboe is the lead person on this plant along with Lauren Springer Ogden.  They both have seed.  It will possibly be a 2017 introduction. Applewood will put into production.
2. Helianthus 'Lemon Max' – Undaunted® Lemon Max sunflower –We will take cuttings in spring and summer.  However, it needs some dormancy to get good percentage of cuttings to root.  Will possibly be a 2017 introduction.

3. Veronica x 'P016S' – Snowmass® blue-eyed veronica – Plants can be dug in spring of 2015 at CSU Trials.  Will possibly be a 2017 introduction.

Kirk Fieseler stated he will have more information about Draba rigida (yellow draba) at our July 2015 meeting.  He should have 10 to 15 flats for Spring 2016.

Next Kirk discussed Pinus monophylla 'Blue Jazz' and stated he will have about 100 plants ready for 2016.  He also has 300 in 3.5” pots for sale.  He stated he can produce about 300 per year.  Some are currently planted at the Gardens on Spring Creek and they look good.

Ptercephalus depressus – Currently Laporte Avenue Nursery has about 15 to 20 flats and still need a common name for the plant. Gulley is also producing. 
Ann Frazier who works at the Denver Botanic Gardens gave a power point presentation on Acer grandidentatum research which first started in 1991.  In 1996 seedlings were distributed to approximately 20-30 participants.  CSU conducted an evaluation in 2009 and DBG conducted one in 2014.  Roughly half of the trees survived in the evaluated locations.  None of the 3 strains seem to have survived better than the others.  Committee felt we should try to pick the best specimen and possibly propagate from that plant.  Some felt it is important to collect seed and sow quickly for good germination percentages.  However, trees under stress often seem to have the best fall color.

Jim Klett then gave an update on multi-site woody plant trials.  In 2015, 4 new taxa will be planted including Cupressus arizonica 'Fandango' , Prunus virginiana x Sucker Punch®, Acer semenovii, and Cotoneaster soongorica.  Over the years 54 taxa have been planted at 4 sites across Colorado and 7 woody plants have been introduced from this trial into the Plant Select® program.

The committee then discussed some additional woody plants under consideration for Plant Select®:

Buxus 'Julia Jane' – David Dickey stated that more Buxus are being planted along the Front Range of Colorado each year.  Julia Jane was selected in Colorado.  Currently, Sester Farms, Hines, and Van Essen Nurseries are growing it.  Kelly Grummons suggested Plant Select® also look at 'Varder Valley'.  Pat Hayward will check on availability from growers.

Cornus controversa 'June Snow' – Currently sole source is J. Frank Schmidt Nursery for the clone.  David Dickey stated J. Frank Schmidt maybe willing to open discussions with other growers possibly growing it. Plant Select® generally does not promote a plant if grown from only one supplier.  We will see if J. Frank Schmidt is willing to allow other propagators and then will further discuss this plant as a potential Plant Select® plant.

Ribes aureum hybrids were next discussed by Skott Skogerboe.  Kelly Grummons stated he knows a location where you find them with fruit in just about any color.

Ulmus davidiana (David Elm) – Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery is growing it and might be available for woody plant multi-site trials in 2016.

Scott Skogerboe talked about several apple clones including one called 'Haas' – It is an old clone that won recommended for Larimer County, Colorado in 1892.  Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery growing it and may have it available for woody plant multi-site trials in 2016.  

Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery also has an apple named Colorado Orange Apple.  Scott also has cuttings of this apple.  It was developed in Canyon City, Colorado.

Cotoneaster soongorica was discussed since it has nice red fruit which is abundant and nice flowers.  It makes a nice hedge and is hardy.  It will be planted in multi-site trials in 2015.

Ceanothus ovatus – Plant has very showy white flowers and will be very xeric.  It has a smaller growth habit and can grow in poor soils.  We would like to get it for multi-site woody plant trials. May be difficult to propagate
Another plant discussed was a more bee friendly Hydrangea arborescens.  Plant does not seem to die back.  However, flowers are not as showy as 'Annabelle'.  Possibly consider for woody plant multi-site trials.  Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery is growing it.

David Dickey discussed a clone of Rhus aromatica that is more fine textured and compact in growth habit.  It appears to be more compact than 'Gro-Low'.  Also seems to have good red fall color.  If plant is smaller in height than 'Gro-Low' then we should put in woody plant multi-site trials.  It would be nice to put in trials next to 'Gro-Low'.

Another plant discussed was Cotinus coggygria 'Old Fashioned'.  It is a potential plant with blue green summer foliage color and red fall foliage color.  Would like to get some for multi-site trials.

Kirk Fieseler also suggested several woody plants for consideration including: Pinus monophylla clones, Pinus cembra 'Chalet', Cedrus libani var stenocoma, and Pseudotsuga menziesii 'Weeping Willy'.  He also suggested a gall tolerant Quercus macrocarpa.  However, the University of Nebraska is going to introduce one of these in the near future.

Another suggestion from Little Valley Wholesale Nursery was Shepherdia argentea 'Totem'.  It was reported that there is no suckering on this clone.  We could look at this plant for 2016-17.  We are not sure if male or female.

Pat Hayward then gave a report on new plant tags and stated that plant names are now at the top of label versus bottom.  Committee was asked for opinion on design of the tag and they had mixed reviews on tag concerning if there should be a straight line or curved around logo.  Pat Hayward will confer with several woody plant growers and retailers and make a decision.  David Dickey stated there is a need for woody plant tags for smaller growers.  Pat will talk to MasterTag to see if this is possible.

Pat Hayward also distributed an updated cultivar name list for all Plant Select® plants.  She will also send it electronically.

Mike Bone reported that LaVeta Lace® geranium is in tissue culture propagation at Denver Botanic Gardens and is coming out of Stage 4 Propagation and looking good.  Snow Angel Coral Bells is still a long slow process since only about 50% are variegated.  Erodium and Osteospermum Purple Mountain® in stages 2 and 3.  Mike Bone felt he is confident now for protocol for Geranium LaVeta Lace®.

The committee decided against having an April 2015 meeting because of the busy-ness of the season.
Summer Evaluation Days:


Chatfield – July 1


Colorado State University – August 12

Meeting adjourned.
