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December 2, 2015
Center Greenhouses, Denver CO
Present:
Colorado State University, Jim Klett, Ronda Koski, David Staats; Plant Select®, Pat Hayward; Denver Botanic Gardens, Panayoti Kelaidis, Sonya Anderson, Lydia Abernethy; Little Valley Wholesale Nursery, Keith Williamson; Center Greenhouses, Diana Shull; Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery, Scott Skogerboe; Gulley Greenhouse, Gene Pielin, Selena Kunze; Brown’s Greenhouse, Kelly Grummons; Echter’s Greenhouse, Harriett McMillan and Harlequin’s Gardens, Gary Meis and Eve Reshetnik Brawner

Introductions were made. Minutes of the October 7, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved as written. 

The committee next discussed the 2016 plants for availability and if protocols are written. Ronda Koski stated she has reviewed almost all the Propagation Protocols for the 2016 plants but is waiting to get Salvia reptans ‘P016S’ from Mike Bone and Schizachyrium scoparium ‘Standing Ovation’ from North Creek Nurseries.

The committee next discussed availability of the 2016 plants.

a) Red Mountain® Flame Ice Plant – Center Greenhouses, Gulley and Little Valley Wholesale have plants
b) Alan’s Apricot Ice Plant – Center Greenhouses, Gulley, Little Valley Wholesale 
c) Autumn Sapphire™ Sage – Gulley, Center
d) Standing Ovation Little Bluestem – tight supply of this plant but Emerald Coast, Briggs (liners) and Hoffman, Little Valley are growing 

e) Mini Man™ Dwarf Manchurian viburnum – Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery has 400 in #1 containers, 200 in #5 containers and 500 as liners. 
f) Dog Tuff™ grass – Center, Harlequin’s, Brown’s & Gulley are growing it. Brown’s will have it in 1” plugs and Center, Gulley and Harlequins in F32 trays. Kelly Grummons will help with promotion especially on special orders for this plant. Gene Pielin is working on a grower in California. 

g) Yellow Stardust Draba – Laporte Avenue Nursery, Center Greenhouse

h) Blue Jazz Pinyon Pine – Laporte Avenue Nursery
i) Moroccan pincushion flower – Center Greenhouse, Gulley and Harlequin 
New Plants to Consider

The committee discussed three potential new plants: 1) Andropogon gerardii ‘Blue Ribbon’ plant has weeping blue foliage and 2) Andropogon gerardii ‘Lady Bug Red’ which is good for fall foliage color and higher elevations. Possibly trial in Zone 3. The committee felt we should trial both and possibly compare to Windwalker. Both of these are from David Salman. Panayoti also distributed some samples for committee to take of Delosperma <Red Dragon Eye>. 

Committee next discussed potential 2017 plants.

1) Achnatherum calamagrostis ‘PUND02S’ – Plant is available from seed and some plants already sold. It is a selection from Lauren Odgen; David Salman has it. It is also easy to propagate from division. Comes true from seed. It was in trials before but more of a slow grower. It gets a slight golden fall color. Apparently it does not do well in hotter climates; it’s more of a cool season grass. Currently, it is being propagated by division at Laporte, Fort Collins Wholesale and The Flower Bin. Committee decided to keep on list for 2017.

2) Helianthus Undaunted® Lemon Max - Ronda Koski reported that it is a beautiful plant but with irrigation it re-seeds and affected by wind. Panayoti commented that it is native and typical of more prairie plants. Kelly Grummons and Keith Williamson both commented that customers don’t appreciate plants that are aggressive and they typically do not deadhead. It is better for a drier, xeric garden and we would need to educate public about its behavior. Gulley Greenhouse currently has some in stock. Committee decided it should be a designate for 2018.

3) Salvia moorcroftiana x indica: Ronda Koski stated it self-seeded at PERC trials. It has not demonstrated self-seeding at DBG. Flowers are stunning with statuesque form and early bloom. Plant looks poor after bloom but looks good if you cutback but no second bloom. Kelly Grummons mentioned it is a good pollinator plant. DBG has seed and it comes true from seed. If liners are vernalized you could have blooms on spring plants for sale. Will keep on list for 2017.

4) Sorghastrum nutans ‘Thin Man’: David Salman will probably patent. It’s propagated by division. It has a very narrow, tall, blue form. Little Valley Wholesale Nursery has some in stock and Plant Select® will keep on list for 2017.

5) Veronica ‘P018S’ Snowmass® Blue-Eyed Veronica: Pat Hayward stated growers are already growing it. Ronda Koski noted it appears to fades from white flowers to blue. Panayoti Kelaidis stated it is like a white Veronica liwanensis but easier to propagate. We will keep this on list for 2017. 

6) Limonium minutum: The seed source is questionable for this plant so will put on hold until possibly 2018 and possibly be a Petite. 

7) Cotoneaster racemiflora soongoricus: Scott Skogerboe stated this was the best Cotoneaster from the Cheyenne Research Station. It is a large-sized cotoneaster with larger red fruit. It appears to be xeric and fireblight resistant. It has been in PERC arboretum for years and recently put in multi-site research trials. We should keep on list for 2017.

8) Yellow Flax (Linum hybrid): Gulley Greenhouse is working on production and propagation protocols for this potential new plant. Gulley has had some success to date. 

9) Lavandula ‘Wee One’: Could be a Plant Select® Petite for 2017. Currently High Country Garden is listing. We will keep on this list for 2017.

Panayoti Kelaidis also suggested for Petite program a Globularia. They do not bloom long but they have nice evergreen foliage. We should ask Kirk at Laporte Avenue Nursery what is available. 

The question of promoting classic plants for pollinators in 2017 was next discussed. The committee felt we should first look for introductions and then promote pollinator plants and always look for photos of good pollinator plants with insects on them. 
Another plant that was discussed is Hedeoma todsenii which is an endangered species from the Sacramento Mountains but might be excellent for Plant Select®. We should consider for further trialing

Another potential plant is Clematis fruticosa ‘Mongolian Gold’ which blooms for a long period (often late) but is a good pollinator. It was a 1999 Great Plains introduction. 
Another possible good pollinator is Clematis hexapetala ‘Mongolian Snowflakes’ which was also a 1999 Great Plains introduction. We should keep these two Clematis on the list as possibilities for 2018 along with Clematis ternifolia v. mandshurica, a vine that blooms June into July and available at Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery. 

2016 CSU Trials

Gene Pielin reported that after several meetings and discussions, some changes will occur in trialing of Plant Select® plants. Denver Botanic Gardens will take leadership on new trialing of Plant Select® plants and CSU will do more limited trialing when plants get closer to introduction. He stated currently Denver Botanic Gardens does propagation protocols but not real production protocols. Jim Klett stated he will present a proposal to Board of Directors to do more production protocols at CSU Horticulture Center. A motion was made by Panayoti Kelaidis to support this measure and seconded. Motion passed.

Jim Klett asked for some Plant Select® entries for the three year Perennial Trial at CSU. Some suggestions included: 1) Delosperma ‘Alan’s Apricot’PPAF 2) Delosperma ‘PWWG025’ Red Mountain Flame® Ice Plant 3) Cynondon ‘PWIN045’ Dog Tuff™ Grass and possibly some older introductions including: Little Trudy® Nepeta, Silver Blade® Oenothera, Avalanche Osteospermum and Coral Canyon® Diascia. 

He then asked for help for suggestions for the woody plant multi-site trials. The woody plants currently acquired for 2016 include: Shepherdia argentea ‘Totem’ from Little Valley Wholesale Nursery, Hydrangea arborescens selection from Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery; Chilopsis from Denver Botanic Gardens and Kelly Grummons. Other possibilities include a selection of Ulmus davidiana from Fort Collins Forestry and being propagated at J. Frank Schmidt Nursery, a selection of Zelkova sinesis from Sunshine Nursery with better cold tolerance; a selection of Aronia prunifolia with larger fruit from Fort Collins Wholesale Nursery and a variegated form of Viburnum lantana from Harlan Hamernik, HH Wild Plums Nebraska.

Pat Hayward also mentioned she is working on a database for Plant Select® plants and would like input on format. 

Next Plant Propagation meeting will be on February 3rd at Little Valley Wholesale Nursery.

Next Marketing meeting will be on January 6th at new CSU Horticulture Center. 
